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Key Takeaways 

 

Three ideas  

1. The banking sector has suffered for many years from governance issues exploited by the political 

and economic elite for personal gain; 

2. The true state of the sector remains poorly understood due to low transparency, and the 

publication of an honest assessment could create a trust shock regarding a handful of weak banks. 

In this regard, an asset quality review of each bank will begin in December with the support of the 

IMF; 

3. The Bangladesh Bank has set up a task force to make recommendations within a few months. 

 

Three figures  

1. The share of non-performing loans, including restructured loans, reached 32% of total loans in 

2023. 

2. The Bangladesh Bank estimates that approximately 17 billion USD were transferred out of the 

country following fraudulent bank acquisitions, mainly through loans. 

3. A highly uneven non-performing loan rate across banks, exceeding 40% for public banks. 
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