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KENYA OFFERS ITS SUPPORT FOR COMOROS' KARTHALA GEOTHERMAL PROJECT 
At the 11th African Rift Geothermal Conference (ARGeo-C11) in Moroni on 19–24 October, Kenya’s state-owned 
Geothermal Development Company (GDC) offered its support for the Comoros’ geothermal ambitions at Mount Karthala, 
the volcano on Grande Comore. Dr George Muia, GDC’s General Manager for Business Development, recalled that GDC 
had prepared the country’s geothermal business plan, and offered to share Kenya’s experience, including direct uses such 
as fish farming and greenhouses. Geothermal power uses underground heat to produce steam that drives turbines. 
Launched in July with support from the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African Union and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the Karthala project plans three exploration wells, drilled to confirm the resource, and 
a first 15 MW plant, out of an estimated 45 MW potential. It is valued at over 33.5 million units of account (the AfDB’s 
accounting currency), about USD 45M. Recent surveys point to promising reservoir temperatures of 275–315°C. 

NUMBER OF THE 

MONTH 

11th 
Kenya’s rank out of 139 
economies for low-carbon 
energy use in the Global 

Innovation Index (GII) 2026, with 
45.5% of its total energy supply 
coming from sources such as 
geothermal, hydro, wind, solar 
and biomass. 

 UGANDA LAUNCHES ITS NATIONAL ENERGY COMPACT, TARGETING 85% ELECTRICITY ACCESS BY 2030 

Uganda launched its National Energy Compact on 22 October in Kampala, at the 11th Africa Energy Market Place co-
organised by the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development and the African Development Bank Group (AfDB). First 
presented in June 2026, the compact sets out Uganda’s roadmap under Mission 300, the AfDB and World Bank initiative 
to connect 300 million additional Africans to electricity by 2030. By then, the compact targets 85% electricity access, 50% 
access to clean cooking, about 2,500 MW of operational capacity, 2,712 mini-grids and 500 to 650 MW of regional exports. 
A further 5,800 MW should reach financial close for commissioning after 2030. The compact seeks to mobilise USD 17.7B 
in investment, including USD 9.4B in private capital. A delivery and monitoring unit within the ministry will publish its first 
progress report in December 2026, according to the AfDB. 

EU–UGANDA FORUM PUTS RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE SPOTLIGHT  

On 20-21 October, the European Union (EU) Delegation held the fifth Uganda–EU 

Business Forum in Kampala with the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development and 

the Private Sector Foundation Uganda. An EU Global Gateway event held alongside the 

Renewable Energy Conference and Expo, it sought European investment in renewables, 

notably hydropower and geothermal, through business meetings. A flagship project is 

rehabilitating the Nalubaale and Kiira hydropower plants (380 MW combined), backed 

by EUR 170M of Team Europe financing: EUR 30M in EU grants plus concessional loans 

from the European Investment Bank and the French Development Agency. It serves 

Uganda’s 2040 target of over 52,000 MW installed. In 2025, Uganda’s exports to the EU 

reached EUR 1.8B (official data), and Europe supplied nearly 79% of its foreign direct 

investment (about EUR 2.2B), the EU Ambassador said. 

https://www.wipo.int/web-publications/global-innovation-index-2026/assets/110523/2000-GII-2026%20-%20EN%202.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/web-publications/global-innovation-index-2026/assets/110523/2000-GII-2026%20-%20EN%202.pdf
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RENEWABLE ENERGIES 

BURUNDI 

A PPP DEAL TO PRIVATISE PART OF BURUNDI’S 

ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION NETWORK 
On 15 October, Burundi signed a 25-year public-private 

partnership with Weza Power, a subsidiary of US-backed 

Anzana Electric Group. Weza Power will finance, build 

and operate the distribution network across roughly half 

the country. State utility REGIDESO retains the rest and 

transmission. According to Gridworks, an Anzana 

shareholder owned by British International Investment, 

this is the first nationwide private distribution 

concession in Africa in over 20 years. It includes 52,000 

km of new or upgraded lines and 1.2M connections, 

aiming to raise grid access from 15% to over 50% by 2030 

(rural access: around 2%). Financing will combine private 

and concessional funds, notably from the World Bank 

Group, the African Development Bank and the US 

International Development Finance Corporation, under 

Burundi’s Mission 300 compact. Tariffs, the rollout 

timeline and each partner’s financing share remain 

undisclosed. 

MADAGASCAR 

GEMCORP PARTNERS WITH SOVEREIGN WEALTH 

FUND TO RAISE UP TO USD 500M 
In a statement on 6 October, UK investment firm 

Gemcorp Capital Limited announced that it had signed a 

partnership in New York with Madagascar’s sovereign 

wealth fund (FSM) to raise up to USD 500M for strategic 

projects in the country. The agreement aims in particular 

to build the capacity of the FSM, which reports to the 

Presidency of the Refoundation, by giving it expertise in 

financial structuring and capital raising. According to 

Bloomberg, it also seeks to attract up to USD 5B from 

private investors and international partners over four 

years to fund priority sectors such as mining, energy, 

water and essential infrastructure. The FSM’s targets 

include building three hydropower plants and solar PV 

units, and developing viable mining projects, notably in 

graphite, cobalt and rare earths. 

RWANDA 

CALL FOR INVESTORS FOR A 200 MW FLOATING 

SOLAR PLANT  
Energy Development Corporation Limited (EDCL), a 

subsidiary of Rwanda Energy Group (REG), issued a 

prequalification call to independent power producers for 

a 200 MW floating solar plant on Lake Sake (Ngoma 

District), with 800 MWh of four-hour battery storage. 

Under the planned public-private partnership, the 

developer will build, operate and maintain the plant for 

25 years under a power purchase agreement with EDCL. 

Bidders must prove financial capacity and experience 

building and running power plants. Joint-ventures are 

limited to two members. The project supports Rwanda’s 

plans to expand power generation and diversify its 

energy mix; solar accounts for about 4.2% of installed 

capacity (REG). For investors, how the financing is 

structured and how reliably the state buyer pays will be 

key factors when assessing contract risk. 

 

SUSTAINABLE CITY 

KENYA 
CMA CGM LAUNCHES A DEDICATED BLOCK TRAIN 

BETWEEN MOMBASA AND NAIROBI 
On 28 October 2026, Kenya Railways, the Kenya Ports 

Authority (KPA) and the French group CMA CGM 

launched, in the presence of the French Ambassador and 

the Principal Secretary for Transport, a block train 

between Mombasa port and the Embakasi Inland 

Container Depot in Nairobi. A block train runs all its 

wagons to a single destination without splitting. The first 

train carried 108 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU). The 

service should speed up container clearance at the port, 

complementing the nine to ten daily freight trains on the 

SGR and MGR, and ease access to Uganda, South Sudan, 

Burundi and the DRC. The launch follows on from the 

partnership that CMA CGM signed with the Kenyan 

government at the Africa Forward Summit in Nairobi in 

May 2026. Under that partnership, the group committed 

USD 800M to modernising and operating port terminals 

in Mombasa. 
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USD 160M PROGRAMME TO FUND CONSERVATION 

OVER TEN YEARS 
On 21 October in Taita Taveta, the Kenyan government, 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and Enduring Earth 

launched Thamani Asili (“value of nature” in Kiswahili), a 

USD 160M Project Finance for Permanence (PFP). 

Philanthropic donors will provide USD 80M, matched by 

the State over ten years, moving conservation away from 

short-term funding. An independent trust fund will 

manage disbursements. The programme aims to 

conserve about 17.3M hectares, including 2.7M hectares 

of new community conserved areas, supporting Kenya’s 

goal of protecting 30% of its land and waters. It covers 

four landscapes (Tsavo to Coastal, Greater Ewaso, 

Greater Rift to Western, Southern Kenya) and expects to 

benefit 1.6M people directly, create 7,800 direct and 

15,000 indirect jobs in ecotourism, sustainable grazing 

and carbon projects, and avoid 7.5M tonnes of emissions 

by 2035. It is Africa’s third PFP, after Namibia and Gabon. 

MAURITIUS 
EMERGENCY MEASURES AS WATER RESERVOIR 

LEVELS FALL 
With drought taking hold, the Mauritian authorities have 

stepped up measures to secure the water supply. Mare-

aux-Vacoas, the country’s main natural reservoir, is only 

36% full, compared with 88% a year ago. Water cuts 

lasting up to several days have sparked protests in the 

Plaines-Wilhems district since early October. On 9 

October, the Cabinet decided to bring nine boreholes 

into service by the end of the month and to double the 

capacity of the pipeline linking Mare-Longue reservoir to 

La Marie treatment plant, bringing it to 30,000 m³ a day. 

In addition, since 12 October, the Central Water 

Authority (CWA), the state water utility, has been 

requisitioning private boreholes under the 2024 water 

resources law. Households without storage equipment 

can also apply for up to MUR 15,000 (about EUR 280) in 

support from the Development Bank of Mauritius (DBM) 

to buy two water tanks and a pump. 

 

UGANDA 

CENTRAL BANK TEAMS UP WITH THE EIB TO BETTER 

MANAGE CLIMATE RISK 
On 21 October, the Bank of Uganda (BoU) signed a 

cooperation agreement with EIB Global, the 

development arm of the European Investment Bank 

(EIB), to help Ugandan banks better identify, manage and 

disclose their climate-related risks. The technical 

assistance, funded by Germany and Luxembourg under 

the EIB’s Greening Financial Systems programme, will 

help the central bank draw up a roadmap for a greener 

financial sector, improve transparency and reporting by 

banks, and roll out the national green taxonomy 

launched in 2025. Housing Finance Bank will be the first 

commercial bank to benefit. The aim is to help raise the 

USD 28.1B that Uganda estimates it needs for climate 

action by 2030. BoU Deputy Governor Augustus 

Nuwagaba stressed that building resilience should not 

come at the expense of access to credit. Uganda joins 

Kenya, Rwanda, Nigeria and Ethiopia as beneficiaries of 

the programme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4 / 13 
SERVICE ÉCONOMIQUE REGIONAL - AMBASSADE DE FRANCE A NAIROBI 
PEPONI ROAD - NAIROBI - KENYA -  : nairobi@dgtresor.gouv.fr 

CLUB RE & SUSTAINABLE CITY  
EAST AFRICA AND INDIAN OCEAN   

 

TENDERS 

Ethiopia - World Bank 

230 KV TRANSMISSION LINES AZEZO-DEBARK AND 

BURIE-INJIBARA 

Ethiopian Electric Power (EEP) invites bids for the design, 
supply, installation and commissioning of two 230 kV 
double-circuit lines: about 85 km from Azezo to Debark 
and about 30 km from Burie to Injibara, serving the new 
Debark and Injibara substations. The contract is funded 
under the World Bank's USD 522.63M Power Sector 
Reform, Investment and Modernization in Ethiopia 
project (PRIME-1). Completion time: 730 days. 

Deadline: November 26, 2026 - 14:00 (local time) 

For more information 

Somalia – World Bank 

6 MWP SOLAR PV PLANT WITH 10 MWH BATTERY 

STORAGE IN KISMAYO 

Somalia's Ministry of Energy and Water Resources 
(MoEWR) seeks a contractor to design, supply, install and 
commission a solar photovoltaic (PV) plant of at least 6 
MWp, paired with a battery energy storage system (BESS) 
of at least 10 MWh, for the Wamo Energy Service 
Company (WESCO) in Kismayo, Jubaland. The plant is 
financed under the USD 150M Somali Electricity Sector 
Recovery Project (SESRP). Delivery: 12 months. 

Deadline: December 3, 2026 - 10:30 (local time) 

For more information 

Madagascar – World Bank 

SOLAR ELECTRIFICATION AND CONNECTIVITY OF 370 

OFF-GRID HEALTH CENTRES 

The Digital and Energy Connectivity for Inclusion in 

Madagascar project (DECIM), acting for the Ministry of 

Public Health, has launched an international tender for 

solar PV systems and high-speed connectivity at 370 off-

grid basic health centres (CSB). It is split into four regional 

lots of 71 to 107 centres. The World Bank finances the 

USD 400M project.  

Deadline: December 3, 2026 - 10:00 (local time) 

For more information  

Kenya – AFD 

NORTHERN COLLECTOR TUNNEL (NCT) LAST MILE 

WATER SUPPLY WORKS, NAIROBI 

The Athi Water Works Development Agency (AWWDA) 
invites bids for the Northern Collector Tunnel last mile 
water supply works, component 5 of the Nairobi Water 
and Sanitation Project financed by the Agence Française 
de Développement (AFD). The tender is open to all eligible 
bidders, and bids must be delivered by hand. A pre-bid 
meeting and site visit will be held at Athi Water Plaza on 
November 11, 2026. 

Deadline:  January 12, 2027 - 12:00 (local time) 

For more information 

Tanzania - AFD / AfDB / EU 

38.6 KM 220 KV TRANSMISSION LINE FROM KAKONO 

HYDROPOWER PLANT TO KYAKA SUBSTATION (LOT 1) 

TANESCO calls for international bids for the design, 
supply, installation, testing and commissioning of a 
double circuit line under the Kakono Hydropower Project. 
 

Deadline: November 20, 2026 - 10:00 (local time) 

For more information 

Kenya - World Bank / AfDB / EIB / 

EBRD / European Commission 

KENYA URBAN MOBILITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

Kenya Railways plans to upgrade the 57 km Nairobi 

Central-Thika commuter line into a modern urban rail 

system (US$1.5 billion), with consultant services 

required. 

Deadline : February 15, 2027 

For more information 

 

https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/procurement-detail/OP00473734
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/procurement-detail/OP00475343
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/procurement-detail/OP00476591
https://www.awwda.go.ke/tenders.html
https://afd.dgmarket.com/tender/115006262
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P515393
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PRESENTATION OF CLUB MEMBERS  
 

Thank you for presenting your company in the newsletter! Could you please introduce your 

company’s activities, your sectors of operation, and your collaboration? 
 
Founded in Paris, Tyllium is a French project developer and EPC (Engineering, Procurement and Construction) general 
contractor for infrastructure and industrial projects. With offices in France, and in Kenya, Tyllium focuses on Africa across 
few sectors: healthcare, communication, agro-industrial and renewable energy infrastructures projects. Our Nairobi-
based team works with public authorities, financiers and local partners to take projects from structuring and financing 
through to design, delivery and handover. 

 

Could you tell us about your flagship project and other references in the region? 
 
Flagship project: Integrated Forest Fire Management for Kenya Forest Service 
Financed by a loan from the French Treasury, Tyllium delivered on a turnkey basis, an integrated forest fire management 
system for the Kenya Forest Service (KFS). The project strengthens KFS’s capacity to detect and respond to forest fires in 
three of Kenya’s key water towers: the Mau, the Aberdares and Mount Kenya, covering 14 counties.  
It comprised: (i) a turnkey VHF digital radio communication network; (ii) an early fire detection CCTV camera network; (iii) 
firefighting vehicles, equipment and accessories; (iv) capacity development through training on the new technology and 
firefighting tactics with French experts. Deployment covered more than 50 sites across the country and involved close 
coordination with Kenyan authorities and local subcontractors. The digital radio network’s First Call ceremony was held in 
Nairobi on 26 November 2024, presided over by the Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and 
Forestry and the French Minister of State for Francophonie and International Partnerships. The project was delivered at 
the end of 2025. We were honoured to welcome H.E. the Ambassador of France to the KFS site in Nakuru, and we thank 
KFS, the French Embassy and the French Treasury for their continued support.  
 
Other references in Africa: 
• Uganda – Design, construction and equipping of the Regional Diagnostic and Oncology Center in Mbarara for the 

Uganda Cancer Institute, financed by a French Treasury loan; contract signed in Kampala in May 2026. 
• Ghana – Eastern Regional Hospital (20,000 m²), financed by UK Export Finance and Standard Chartered Bank, executed 

by the joint venture Tyllium-Ellipse U.K. Ltd. 
• Kenya – Supply and installation of data back-up servers and software for Kenya Pipeline Company 
• Cameroon – Design and Build of 2 agro-industrial factories in Limbé area (under financial closing) 

 

Do you have any advice to give to other club members, or information you would like to share? 

 
• Plan the administrative path from day one. Government-to-government financed projects involve tax exemptions, 

import inspections and licensing; mapping these early protects the schedule. 
• Build with local partners. Kenyan subcontractors and stakeholders bring site knowledge and help solve field 

challenges, such as site access in remote forest areas. 
• Design for the end user. Involving the operating teams early supports adoption and long-term use of the assets. 
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ONGOING EVENT 

 
 
 
On November 3rd and 4th, 2026, the French Chamber of Commerce in Kenya (FCCK) will host the 4th edition of French 
Week in Nairobi, followed by site visits on November 5th. Six months after the Africa Forward Summit brought the French-
Kenyan business community together on an unprecedented scale, this edition aims to turn that momentum into concrete 
opportunities through high-level roundtables, hands-on workshops and dedicated networking. 
 
Last year's edition brought together nearly 600 participants, 6 public officials and 85 speakers. This year's event will be 
officially opened by H.E. Wadid Benaabou, Ambassador of France to Kenya. 
 
Agenda: 
 

• Day 1 – November 3rd: Connect & Power: Kenya's Infrastructure Backbone (Ports, Trade Corridors, Energy & 
Digital). Roundtables on French companies' role in East Africa's infrastructure pipeline, the future of energy and 
the grid in Kenya, the AI-readiness of Kenya's fibre backbone, and Kenya's electric vehicle market. The afternoon 
features workshops on navigating Kenyan institutions and cybersecurity (masterclass with Caspera.Lab), followed 
by the Mistral Accelerator Bootcamp Demo Day showcasing 6 startups (French Tech, Mistral, Qhala and Aedib). 

 

• Day 2 – November 4th: Build & Scale: Value Creation through Manufacturing, Agriculture and Rural Markets. 
Roundtables on whether Kenya is capturing the value it should, success stories of industrial transformation, the 
investment climate ahead of the 2027 elections, and carbon credits under the new rulebook. Afternoon workshops 
cover scenario analysis ahead of the election cycle and rural markets as a lever for growth. 

 

• Day 3 – November 5th: Site visits. 
 
Location: Novotel Nairobi Westlands 
 
More details on the FCCK website or in the online programme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.frenchchamber.co.ke/events/the-4th-edition-of-french-week-2026-is-here.html
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHUCDvutLU/57fNCmNC3ra6XP3ocPr6Hg/view?utm_content=DAHUCDvutLU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hee397f2df3#1
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
Powerelec Kenya returns to the Sarit Expo Centre in Nairobi for three days dedicated to solar, renewable energy, energy 

storage, e-mobility and power. Supported by the Kenya Renewable Energy Association (KEREA) and the Kenya National 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI), the trade fair and conference brings together manufacturers, project 

developers, utilities and financiers from more than 40 countries. 

 

The 2025 edition, held under the patronage of the Ministry of Energy and Petroleum and the Ministry of Investments, 

Trade and Industry, gathered over 100 international exhibitors, more than 4,000 trade visitors, 500 delegates and 50 expert 

speakers. This year, Alex Kamau Wachira, Principal Secretary for Energy, is expected as chief guest, alongside Dr (Eng.) 

Joseph Siror, Managing Director of Kenya Power. 

 

Powerelec Kenya 2026 will feature: 

• An exhibition with national pavilions from India, Korea, Turkey and Egypt 

• Sessions on energy storage for commercial, industrial, rooftop and rural use 

• A green finance session and a CEO forum for women in Kenya’s energy sector 

• A Utility Masters’ Forum with the Geothermal Development Company (GDC), Kipeto Energy and the Energy and 

Petroleum Regulatory Authority (EPRA) 

• A dedicated session on e-mobility in Kenya 

 

Location: Sarit Expo Centre, Nairobi 

 

Learn more: Powerelec Kenya 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://powereleckenya.com/
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Kenya, Nairobi, 11th to 13th November 2026 
 
Hosted by the Public Private Partnerships (PPP) Directorate of the Republic of Kenya and organised by AME Trade, the 

16th edition of Africa PPP brings Africa’s infrastructure finance summit to Nairobi. Under the theme “Building Africa’s 

Prosperity: Transformative Infrastructure, Investment and Partnerships to Accelerate Economic Development”, it will 

look at how to bring energy, transport, water and sanitation, and urban and social infrastructure projects to financial close. 

 

The summit gathers ministers, investors, development finance institutions and private sector leaders. Confirmed speakers 

include John Mbadi, Cabinet Secretary for the National Treasury, Eng. Kefa Seda, Director General of the PPP Directorate, 

and representatives of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), British International Investment (BII) and the 

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA). The French infrastructure investment firm Infra Gestion will also take 

part, with its Managing Director Pierre Rolland and Head of International Development Alicia Herrera Masurel. 

 

Africa PPP 2026 will feature : 

• A pre-conference training workshop on project preparation and structuring 

• Pan-African project showcases 

• A “Kenya in Focus” session on flagship and newly announced PPP projects in transport, energy and logistics 

• Curated networking with investors and public decision-makers 

• Post-event technical site visits 

 

Location: JW Marriott Hotel, Chiromo Lane, Nairobi 

Learn more: Africa PPP 2026 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://africappp.com/
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France, Paris, 24th and 25th November 2026 

Held under the high patronage of Mr. Emmanuel Macron, President of the French Republic, and supported by the Ministry 
of Economy, Finance and Industry, as well as the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, the 2026 edition of Ambition 
Africa will bring together over 1,500 French and African participants, both in person and online, representing up to 43 
African countries. 
 
On November 24th & 25th, 2026, the forum returns to the Ministry of Economy, Finance and Industry in Paris for its eighth 
edition. Now a key annual event for Franco-African economic and trade relations, it gathers ministers, ambassadors, 
prominent speakers and business delegations from across the African continent for two days of high-level dialogue and 
partnership. 
 
Ambition Africa 2026 will feature:  

• Official plenary sessions with French and African officials  

• Sectoral and transversal workshops on agriculture, health, energy sovereignty, water and waste, cybersecurity, 
urban development, finance and creative industries  

• An innovation contest and awards ceremony  

• Personalized B2B meetings between French and African companies  

• Networking cocktails and a closing dinner concert 
 
Location: Paris, France 

Learn more: Accueil - Ambition Africa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://event.businessfrance.fr/ambition-africa/
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Kenya, Naivasha, 24th to 27th November 2026 

The Kenya Electricity Generating Company (KenGen), Africa’s largest producer of clean and renewable energy, will host 

the Sustainable Energy Conference (SEC) 2026 at Olkaria, home to Kenya’s geothermal fields. Under the theme “Powering 

Africa’s Green Industrial Revolution”, the conference aims to close the funding and development gap in Africa’s 

sustainable energy sector and speed up the transition through investment and partnerships. 

 

KenGen expects more than 1,500 delegates from over 80 countries, including 200+ investors, 60+ policymakers and 

regulators, and 100+ utilities and power producers. Financiers are expected to make up around 40% of attendees. The 

previous edition, held at Olkaria in September 2025, was where KenGen unveiled its 10-year plan to add 1,500 MW of 

capacity. 

 

SEC 2026 will feature: 

• Benchmarking sessions where African power producers present their performance, technologies and project 

pipelines 

• Structured matchmaking between power producers and investors 

• A Deal Room and investment forum for bankable projects nearing financial close 

• A Carbon Trading & Green Adoption Pavilion for carbon credits and green offtake 

• An exhibition with over 100 exhibitors 

 

Location: Olkaria, Naivasha, Kenya 

 
Learn more: Sustainable Energy Conference 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kengen.co.ke/etn/sustainable-energy-conference-2026-sec-2026/
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The Conference “Towards Sustainable and Resilient Cities” is organised by the Embassy of France in Kenya and the 
partners of the Renewable Energy & Sustainable Cities Club. It will bring together Kenyan government bodies, county 
and urban authorities, donors, international organisations, Kenyan and French companies, civil society and research 
institutes in Nairobi on Wednesday 2 December 2026, from 8:30 to 19:00. 
 
The conference is part of the European and International Strategy of the French Ministry for Ecological Transition and 
builds on the commitments made at the Africa Forward Summit held in May 2026.  
 
The conference aims to tackle the challenges raised by Kenya’s rapid urbanisation. Around 30% of the country’s 55 million 
inhabitants live in cities today, and that share is expected to reach 50 to 60% by 2050. Kenyan cities already generate 
nearly 70% of national GDP, yet more than 60% of Nairobi’s urban population lives in informal settlements. The conference 
will examine how to finance and plan this growth at a time when concessional resources are becoming scarcer and Kenya’s 
capacity for sovereign borrowing is constrained. 
 
The Conference “Towards Sustainable and Resilient Cities” will feature round tables on : 
 

• Accelerated urbanisation in Africa and the levers for sustainable, inclusive and low-carbon urban growth 
• Financing the sustainable city by mobilising public and private capital and developing financial innovation 
• Planning and governing the sustainable city, from the New Urban Agenda to the post-2030 SDGs 
• Sustainable mobility to decongest Nairobi 
• Building sustainable neighbourhoods, from Kenya’s roadmap for low-carbon buildings to the French ÉcoQuartier 

(eco-district) approach 
 
 
Attendance is by invitation. Organisations interested in taking part can contact toareia.guehennec@dgtresor.gouv.fr 
 
Location : Nairobi, Kenya (venue to be confirmed) 
 

 

mailto:toareia.guehennec@dgtresor.gouv.fr
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Co-chaired by H.E. William Ruto, President of the Republic of Kenya, the African Union Commission (AUC), the African 

Development Bank (AfDB), Norway, the United States and the International Energy Agency (IEA), the Summit on Clean 

Cooking in Africa will bring together governments, industry leaders, investors, development partners and civil society in 

Nairobi between 27-28 January 2027. The summit was first planned for July 2026 and rescheduled. President Ruto 

announced the new dates at the United Nations General Assembly in September. 

 

The Nairobi summit builds on the first edition, held in Paris in 2024, where governments and the private sector 

committed a historic USD 2.2B, of which USD 740M has since been deployed in 22 countries. This edition aims to secure 

new financial and political commitments to close the gap for the 1 billion Africans who still lack access to clean cooking. 

The Summit on Clean Cooking in Africa will feature: 

• High-level sessions with African heads of state, ministers and heads of international institutions 

• New financial and political commitments from governments, development banks and the private sector 

• A stocktake of progress since the 2024 Paris summit 

• The presentation of Kenya’s USD 600M clean cooking investment opportunity for schools, health facilities and 

prisons 

 

Attendance is by invitation. Organisations interested in taking part can submit an expression of interest through the IEA. 

Location: Nairobi, Kenya 

Learn more: Summit on Clean Cooking in Africa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iea.org/events/clean-cooking-summit-2026
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CONTACT 

The French Club for Renewable Energies is an informal group bringing together 

French private and institutional actors to highlight French expertise on these 

themes and promote collaboration to offer an integrated development offer. 

Follow us on our LinkedIn and X accounts ! 

For more information or registration to the newsletter: 

Toareia Guehennec - Sustainable Development Officer 

Regional Economic Department of Nairobi 

toareia.guehennec@dgtresor.gouv.fr 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/service-%C3%A9conomique-r%C3%A9gional-de-nairobi/?viewAsMember=true
https://x.com/FrTr_Kenya/status/1861689384203927741
mailto:toareia.guehennec@dgtresor.gouv.fr

